
The series çFauna dõItaliaè 

Short history of  a publishing initiative 

for the scientific knowledge of  animal diversity in Italy 



H istorical background 



The first work dealing with Italian fauna 

was Entomologia Carniolica, published by the 

Italian naturalist Giovanni Antonio 

Scopoli (1723 - 1788) in 1763. 

 

I t was exclusively speciographic and 

examined a rather marginal area, which is 

partially outside the current Italian 

borders. 

 

This work was issued only five years after 

the publication of  the 10th edition of  

Systema Naturae, by Carl von Linné. 



Scopoli later  published a 

much larger work,  

Deliciae florae et faunae insubricae 

(1786 - 1788).  



In 1790 the Tuscan naturalist 

Pietro Rossi (1738 - 1804) 

published Fauna Etrusca and, in 

1792, Mantissa Insectorum. 

 

These are the first true work 

dealing with Italian fauna. 



Among the pionieristic 

works devoted to marine 

fauna it should be quoted 

the  

 

Memorie per servire alla storia 

deõ polipi marini (1785)  

 

and the  

 

Memoria per servire alla 

generazione dei pesci e dei 

granchi (1787),  

 

by the naturalist Filippo 

Cavolini (1756 - 1810), 

from Naples. 



Table and related indentation 

from the Cavoliniõs Memorie 

per servire alla storia deõ polipi 

marini (1785). 



Another monograph on marine 

fauna: Zoologia Adriatica (1792), by the 

Venetian naturalist Giuseppe Olivi 

(1769 - 1795).  



Of  great scientific interest  are the 

publications by Oronzo Gabriele Costa  

on fauna of  southern Italy.  

The most significant are: 
 

Fauna Vesuviana (1827) 

Fauna di Aspromonte (1828) 

Fauna del Regno di Napoli (1832 é*) 

O.G. Costa  (1789 - 1867) *écontinued by his son Achille Costa 




















































































































































































